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Developmental Influences on Circuits
Regulating Food Intake and Body Weight
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[EE] Patterns of increased adiposity and food intake in overweight
children persist to adulthood, consistent with the idea that some
metabolic set-points are established at a young age.

We study two distinct developmental processes that could impart
persistent influences on metabolic phenotypes: (1) maternal
influences on the development of hypothalamic feeding circuits; and
(2) the establishment of defended body weight set-points in the
pubertal transition.

By applying the rigor and precision of basic developmental
neuroscience to the physiology of obesity, we are producing new

insights into the causes of and potential therapeutic strategies to
combat childhood obesity.
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